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INSIDE
Campaign Basics
Letter from Tom Hiles
and overview of the
Campaign's progress .

Million Dollar Gifts
Ca rroll Kni cely, Jim Scott
and tw o bequests give
million-doll ar boosts to
th e Campaign.

People

2001 President's Circle Gala
Western Kentucky University celebrated another successful year during the
third annual President's Circle Ga la on Ap ril 5, 2001 . During the evening's
fest ivities, new members of the Cherry Society were recognized . The Cherry
Society honors the leadership and life lo ng dedication of the University's most
generous supporters.

New inductees during the 2000-2001 academic year are listed below.

Spirit of Western Members
($ 1 million or more in
lifeti me givi ng to WKU)

Carroll and Evelyn Knicely
Rita and Jim Scott

Endowed Faculty
Pos itions, Schol arshi ps,
and Faculty Exce ll ence
Endowments .
President Gary Ransdell recognizes Jim and
Rita Scott.

The new journa li sm
building, Guthrie
Bell Clock Tower, and
R.R. Do nnelley gift.

Colonnade Members
($500,000 or more in
li fetime giving to W KU )
Campaign co-chairs M ary Ni xon and Don Vitale
announce Western 's latest ca mpaign totals

Programs
Western 's Engineering
program and athl eti cs
program rece ive gifts .

Volunteer Spotlight
Bob Kirby
Photos by Sheryl Haga n-Booth

WKU marching band entertains
revelers during the finale.

Fruit of the Loom, Inc.
Dr. Walter N. Scott

Cornerstone Members
($ 100,000 or more in lifetime
giving to W KU)

Kathy and Dr. Craig Beard
Joyce and Bill Bell
Cabletron Systems
Margaret and Steve Eaton
English Lucas Priest & Owsley
Franklin Bank & Trust Company
High Field Farm
Insight Communications
Jones Builders
Kerr Greulich Engineers, Inc. Donald J. and Jennifer W. Greulich
Leco Corporation
The Medical Center at Franklin
Pepsi-Cola General Bottlers, Inc.
Terry Scariot and John Kelly
Robert and Virginia Schneider
Charles and Karen Shuffield
Sumitomo Electric Wiring Systems, Inc.
TA Instruments
Wendy's of Bowling Green, Inc.

Sally Jefferson vi sits with Dan and Sylvia Cherry
during dinner.

Society of 1906 Members
(Recognizes donors who
have included Western in
their estate plans)
Dr. Walter N. Scott
Robert and Virginia Schneider
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Dear Friends,
Welcome the in augura l ed iti on of In vesting in the
Spirit, o ur news letter wh ic h hi ghli ghts Western Kentucky
University's ac hi evements toward th e object ives out lined in
its fil'st com prehensive Campa ign. Our goa l is to keep you
inform ed of th e progress of
the Campa ign and to highlight
how your support makes a
cr itica l difference in recruiting
and retainin g quality
facu lty and staff. You have
rece ived thi s news letter
beca use yo u are one of a
se lect group of alumni and
friends who has supported the
University and possesses
exper ience and insi ghts that
we va lu e.

Thomas S. H iles, Vice President
for Development and
Alumni Relation;

Goals
AS OF 4 !CliO I

GOAL ACTUAL

People
Student schola rships,
fe llowsh ips, and awa rd s

Goal

.. . 17

15.29

Internat ional educat ion
endowment for stud ents ... .. .... 1

0

Endowed faculty positions ....... 20

14.1 8

Visiting scho lars endowments ..... 2

1. 76

Faculty excell ence endowments . .. 3

1.01

People Total ................ .43

32.25

Actual

Places
Main campus fac iliti es

In vesting in the Spirit: Th e
Ca mpaign for Western
Ke ntucky University was offi-

Cia ll y lau nched o n April 27,
2000. It is designed to fulfill
th e objective out lined in the 1998 Challeng ing the Spirit
strateg ic plan, wh ich wi ll gu ide Western toward its vis ion to
" be the best co mprehen sive pub li c in stituti o n in Kentucky
and among th e best in th e nati o n."
As our asp iration s grow, so does our need for private
suppo rt. In vesting in the Spirit is fo cused on obtaining support for those peo pl e, pl aces, and programs which best
exemp lify the Western Sp irit. An emph a is has bee n placed
on endowed support for facu Ity positions and student sc ho larships. In addition, we have focused our efforts on obta in in g in creased private support for those premier programs
that enh ance our qu est for co ntinu ed nat io nal prominence.
Western is des ignated as a state-ass isted university, but
it receives on ly 42 perce nt of its operating budget from th e
Commonwealth of Kentucky. While public funds secure a
base of fundin g for the University, pri vate philanthropic support is essential as we sus tain a margin of exce ll ence th at
will produ ce exce ption al ac hi eve ments and ensure the best
facu Ity and th e bri ghtest studen ts.
The Campaign and those w ho support it will leave a
lastin g legacy at Western w hi ch w ill rema in long after the
current administration, alumni , fri end s, and vo lunteers have
pa ssed on. On behalf of W estern , I th ank you for your co ntin ued personal and professiona l support. With your help,
th e Campaign wi II estab l ish permanent reso urces that wi II
enab le Western to recruit and retain quality faculty and stu dents.

in Millions of Dollars

... 2.5

1.58

Extcnded campus fac iliti es ....... 1

.47

Campus beautification . .

.60

... 1

Places Total .. .... ... .... . .. .4.5

2.66

Programs
Academ ic program endowments . .. 5
Gifted Studies

. .... .. .. . . . . . .. 2

University Librar ies

Goal

Actual

6.68
.46

..... .... ... 1

.87

Kentucky Museum ....... . ..... I

.1 9

Public Broadcasting .. . . ........ 1

1.08

Student Life .. . ... . . .. ... ... .1. 5

o

Cu ltural en hanceme nt .... . ..... 1

0

Instru ctio nal techno logy ......... 1

.24

.. .. ... ... ......... .5

6.61

Athletics

Programs Total .............. 18.5

16.16

Annual Giving
Restri cted and unrcstricted support .. 10

Other
---

Sin ce rely,

~J:¥t-

Thomas S. Hil es
Vi ce Preside nt for Deve lopment and Alumni Relati o ns
Goal

Actual

8.87

. .... . ..... . ... ... .. 2

.76

Campaign Total . ....... 78

60.71

Campaign Basics
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Planned Giving: Planning for Western's Future
Many people are not familiar with the term
"planned giving. It is a curious label for
what really is a very straightforward field:
charitable giving through bequests, trusts,
and gift annuities. Additionally, a planned
gift can also be an outright gift of real
estate, securities, or other highly
appreciated asset. All require more planning and coordination than a cash gift.
II

Beulah Winchel of Hardinsburg,
Ky. has estab li shed four gift annuiti es
with the Western Kentucky University
Foundation.
" It is a way to make a gift and
provide a benefit for me as well,"
Winchel said.
According to Michael Goetz,
WKU's director of planned giving, a
charitable gift annuity is a contract in
w hi ch a donor exchanges a gift of cash
or marketable securities such as stocks
or bonds to the WKU Foundation. In
exc hange, the donor and/or donor's
designate w ill receive fixed payments
for life .
" In Beulah's case," Goetz said,
"Each gift annuity she has estab li shed
provides her with in come for life,
which was considerab ly hi gher than

she was receiving from bank certificates of deposit or stock dividends.
She also enjoys a nice current tax
deduction each year."
Winchel, a 1939 alumn a, fondly
recalls her days at Western and exc iting professional li fe that fo ll owed. In
addition to service in Kentucky as a
Iibrarian and
teacher, she
served severa l
yea rs overseas

as a librarian
for American
military hospitals and
dependent
schoo ls, li ving
in places such
as Germany,
Beulah Winche l of
Japan, and
Hardinsburg, Ky.
France. She
c redits her unique professional li fe to
the wonderful training she received at
Western.
Goetz said Winchel's char itab le
gift annu iti es are a terr ific ve hi cle of
giving for her.
"The quarterly payme nts do not

fluctuate with the economy, so Beulah
knows exactly how much income she
will receive," he said. "What's more,
there are no investment worries for her
because the an nuity payments are
guaranteed by the Foundation for the
rest of her li fe."
Goetz said other sig nif icant
adva ntages include tax deduction savings, partial tax-free income, potential
cap ital gains tax sav in gs, and the persona l satisfaction gained throug h making a gift of lasting significa nce.
Winche l's gifts wi ll help fund a series
of endowments, supporting various
scho larships and programs of interest
to her.
" I was w illing to cons ider a gift to
Western because of my experie nce
there as a student," Winchel said. " If
I hadn't gone to Western, I wou ldn 't
have been able to experience the
thi ngs I did later in li fe."
A gift ann uity may be establi shed
w ith a minimum of $5,000. For more
information, contact Michael Goetz via
emai l at michael .goetz@wku.edu or
phone at (270) 745-4494 .

Annual Giving: Sustaining WKU's Traditions
The annual fund consists of all gifts made to the University
on an annual basis that support any area of the University. Funds
designated by Western 's alumni and friends can provide student
scholarships, support academic departments and programs, promote faculty research, and enhance community relations programs.
Anyone who gives to the annual fund can choose the areas they
would like to support at Western .
The Western Exper ience is in the Spirit of its people,
its places, and its programs. Whether you attended Western
as a student or have been involved with the University
through spec ial eve nts, you have witnessed the Western
Spirit and realize why this in stituti on is so spec ial to so
many people. Those w ho make it specia l are the members
of the Western Fam il y. The University counts o n the
Western Family to provide the necessary support to susta in
WKU's traditions .
Investing in the Spirit of Western trans lates into
al umni and friends of the University mak ing a difference in
Western 's departments and programs by contributin g to the
annu al fund. A lthough Western is a public institution, less
than o ne-half of the ope rati ng budget is receives from t he
Co mmonwea lth . It is essential that Western receives financ ial support from its alumni and friends to achi eve the

••
1998

MEMBERS

376

1999
531

2000
835

2001
942

v ision of becoming the best comp rehensive University in
the Commonwea lth and among the best in the nation.
Participation is essenti al for the an nu al fund. There
are many leve ls at which alumni and friends of the
University ca n participate. The President's Ci rcl e has
become known as the premier recognition soc iety for alumni
and friends to provide significant support to further the
University's comm itment to excell ence. The President's
Circle, chaired by vol unteer John Ri d ley, sa lutes our most
generous contributors of an nu al gifts of $, 1000 or more to
the University. While such an investment en hances the
Western Experience, it also ensures the Western Spirit is perpetuated in the hearts of Western alumni and friends.
Approximately 950 alumni have participated at the
President's Circle level this year.
As Western continues to face the challe nges of
providing a q uality education and ambitiously charting new
courses, it w ill be imperative for the University to look to its
alumni and friends for increased private support. We know
the Western Family is ready for the chall enge.

.

.

.
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Western receives

Mill ion Doll ar e 0 m mit men t S to Campaign
The months following the official
announcement of the Investing in the
Spirit Campaign for Western Kentucky
University brought a banner year to
development efforts at Western.
During the past year, Western
announced four million-dollar commitments to the Univers ity, which completed a total of 17 seven-figure
pledges made to Western si nce 1997 .
The first gift, a commitment to the
Institute for Economic Deve lopment,
came from Carroll Knicely of Glasgow,
Ky. Kn ice ly has spent his career prov iding economic development opportunities for the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. As a former newspaper publisher, his newspaper group and
Associated Publications chain published more than 20 daily and weekly
newspapers in Kentucky and
Tennessee. In addition, he headed the
state's economic development activities as Secretary of Commerce and
Commissioner of Commerce under
three d ifferent governors. Many credit
him with such accomplishments as
br inging both Corvette and Toyota to
the Commonwealth as well as opening
the door in Kentucky to Japanese manufactu ri ng fi rms.
Now Knice ly's interest in econom ic development wi ll have a lasting
impact upon Western Kentucky
University as well. Last fall, Tom
Hiles, Western 's vice president for
Development and Alumni Relations,
announced a leadership gift from
Knice ly in support of the Institute.
Of his commitment, Carroll
Knicely said, " The most important
thing in economic development is education and leadersh ip. My interest in
Western and the Institute for Economic
Development is spirited forward
because education is the basis for economic growth opportunities."
Most excitingly, says WKU 's
Provost Barbara Burch, $500,000 of
Knicely's commitment will estab lish
the Knicely Professorship in Leadership
Studies. This portion of the gift will be
matched by $500,000 through the
Commonwealth of Kentu cky's Regional

Carroll Knicely of Glasgow, Ky.

University Excellence Trust Fund.
" This visionary professorship will
attract professionals and sc hol ars who
will develop multi-disciplinary and
multi-departmental academ ic and student I ife experiences that ass ist students in developing personal leadersh ip philosophies and sk ill s," Burch
said.
" Leade rship Studies is a growin g
field in American higher education
today, " she said. "Such programs are a
defining part of the liberal arts education, and they teach students sk i li s necessa ry to lead in a global economy and
co mpl ex soc ial and political environment."
According to Steve House, executive director of the Institute, Knice ly's
leade rship gift will also have a transformation al impact upon the Institute's
ex isting programs .
" With $250,000 of this gift, we
will renovate a large shell space adjace nt to the co nference center," he said.
" This will provide add iti onal seminar
and training facilities in order to
expand our program offerings."
In addition, House said the gift
will create th e Knicely Endowment, a
$250,000 permanent support fund that

wi ll provide an annual income to
maintain and upgrade ex isting facilities
and equipment.
In honor of his gift, the Institute
was named the Carro ll F. Knicely
Institute for Economic Development
and Conference Center.
Jim Scott of Bowling Green has
also chosen to give back to the area
that has brought him professional success. Scott, cha irm an of the board of
Scotty's Contract i ng, I nc., recently
made a $1 million leadership co mmitment to the engineeri ng program.
Scott's gift created the Scott
Center for Construction and
Engineering, which included the estabI ishment of the james D. Scott
Endowed Chair in Engineering. With a
$1 million match throu gh the Regional
University Excellence Trust Fund gift
provided the first fully endowed chair
at Western.
Dr. John Russell , head of WKU 's
Department of Engineering, says the
Scott Center bridges the gap between

academia and industry.
"Over the past year, with pilot
funding from Mr. Scott, the Center has
allowed 45 students to participate in
real world labo ratories as they have
helped area industries address prob-

• ~;uestin9' in the c5'pin!
Western 's history.
lems, perform investigations, and perform quality contro l measures," he
• This gift w ill be a magnificent legacy
that w ill prov ide li teral ly hundreds of
sa id. "The Scott Center prov ides a
sc ho larships to students who might not
powerful teaching and learning too l
otherwise be ab le to access hi gher
that is not ava il ab le at other universied ucatio n.
ties."
According to Dr. Luth er Hughes,
According to Ru sse ll , the Scott
Chair wi ll contin ue to fi nd va lu ab le
Western 's associate vice president for
ed ucation al opportuniti es w ithin the
Enrollment Management, this fund was
establ ished for
comm unity to
practice engi neerKentucky resisee the creation of
dents with
in g and to provide
students w ith
financial need.
the center and chair
Scholarship
hands-on app li ed
recipients mu st
ed ucational opporas an investment in
tunities.
demonstrate
leadership
Scott says he
the future of engineering in through
made this gift to
schoo l
give back to the
and/or comm uthis region. I've been for- nity servi ce and
com munity and
the industry that
personal recomtunate to be successful in
has brought him
mendation s.
"Thi s gift w ill
professional sucmy business, and this is
signifi cantly
cess.
" I see the
my opportunity to provide impact o ur ab il ity to co ntinu e
creation of the
a legacy gift to Western.
ce nter and chair as
to enro ll academically talan in vestment in
- Jim Scott
the future of engiented students
nee rin g in this
at W estern
Kentucky
region," he said.
" I've been fortunate to be successful in
University," Hu ghes sa id. " It is also an
my business, and thi s is my opportuniexa mpl e of the important role our
ty to provide a legacy gift to Western."
alumni pl ay in providing sc ho larshi ps
With these two add itions, Hiles
to students who have f inanc ial need
sa id W este rn was once again the f irst
and who have outsta ndin g academic
reco rds. "
university in the Commonwealth to
fully utilize all of its ava il ab le matching
He added, " We are gratefu l to the
doll ars through the Reg ion al University
donor as this suppo rt will provide the
Excellence Tru st Fund .
ave nu e fo r the success of current and
future students and is vital to remaining
In add ition, Western Kentu cky
University also rece ived a $3.5 millio n
competitive wi th other uni vers iti es in
com mitment from an anonymous
sea rc hin g for the best students in our
donor last fa ll. According to Hiles, thi s o utsta nding academic program at
gift will be funded through the donor's
W estern Kentu cky University."
estate pl an and will be th e seco nd
WKU Pres id ent Gary Ran sde ll
largest gift in Western's hi story.
says Western is deeply app rec iative of
Thi s legacy gift will be added to a this legacy gift. "Th anks to the donor's
schol arship program the donor created
generos ity, countl ess students from
in 1994. Unfortunate ly, the donor
Kentucky will receive the financial
passed away in April of this year. Hiles means of ac hi ev in g the dream of a co lsa id the donor had already made
lege ed ucation ," he sa id .
$250,000 in gifts to her sc hol ars hip
Fin all y, Western is also the benefic iary of a $1.3 million bequest from
program. She was a retired ed ucato r
and an alumn a of Western.
the estate of Dr. James H. Stuteville to
Hiles sa id the donor's gift is sigbolster a perpetual tru st sc hol arship
fund for students stud yi ng math and/or
nif ica nt fo r two reasons:
sc ience. Dr. Dero Downing, chairm an
• Thi s is the seco nd largest gift in
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of the College Heights Foundation and
WKU president emeritus said Western
is deep ly grateful for this legacy commitment.
" Dr. Stuteville was a faithful
friend and a loyal Westerner who
demonstrated unwavering belief in the
importance of education," Dr.
Downing sa id . "The fund further preserves a re lationship with Jim w hi ch
Western and the College Heights
Foundation apprec iate and treasure."
Dr. Stuteville died on March 4,
1999. He had retired from medical
practice and was liv in g in Sonora, Ky.
"These two recent sc ho larship
bequests w ill make a phenomenal difference at Western," Hil es said.
" Endowed scho larships are cr itica l to
o ur efforts to recruit and reta in the best
and brig htest students. Thanks to the
donors' generosity, Western's private
sc ho larship capac ity has in creased by
nea rl y 10 percent. "

Million-dollar
commitments received
since Campaign's
beginning on
July 1, 1998
Anonymous Football Lead Trust
Anonymous Scholarship Commitment
Jerry E. Baker
William H. Fletcher Estate
Glenda and Gordon Ford
Jostens Learning
Carroll and Evelyn Knicely
Dixie and Pete Mahurin
Ogden College Foundation
Leon Page
Raymond B. and Hattie L. Preston Raymond B. Preston Family Foundation
Rita and Jim Scott
Col. Edgar B. and Edith R.
(d.) Stansbury
Dr. James H. Stuteville Estate
Dr. (d.) and Mrs. L.O. Toomey
Trace Die Cast, Inc. Carolyn and Lowell Guthrie
Suzanne and D.S. Vitale

(d.) Deceased

,...
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Endowed Faculty Positions Top WKU 's List of Needs
W KU alumnus makes $500,000 commitme nt
P eopl e are what it's all about,
according to Tom Hi les, WKU 's vi ce
pres id ent for Development and Alumni
Relation s. The largest section of th e
goa l fo r th e In vesting in th e Spirit
Campa ign w ill benefit the peopl e faculty and stud ents - who make
Western uniqu e.
" More th an 55 percent of our $78
m illi on Campaign goal wi ll focus on
peop le/, H il es said. " We are comm itted to ra isin g fun ds fo r student schol arshi ps and endowed fac ul ty posit ion s."
Of the $78 mi lli on goal, t he Uni ve rsity
asp ires to raise $20 mi ll ion in support
of endowed fa culty pos itio ns, and a
nu mber of donors are lead in g the w ay
towa rd thi s goa l.
On e of these is Dr. W illi am M.
M cCo rma ck, a 1957 WKU alum nus
whose $500,000 gift wi ll be used to'
create an endowed professo rshi p in th e
sc iences and the Kentu cky Academy of
Mathematics and Sc ience.
D r. M cCorm ac k said he w anted
to "pay bac k a little" of what he has
received from his assoc iatio n w ith
Weste rn . D r. M cCormac k is a Bowli ng
Gree n native who has reti red from hi s
rad io logy pra cti ce in Owensboro and
in Ill ino is.
W este rn rece ived matchi ng fund s
from the Commonwea lth of Kentucky's
Regio nal Un ivers ity Exce ll ence Tru st
Fu nd to crea te a $1 m illi on professorsh ip.
"My fam il y has had a cl ose assoc iat ion w ith Western ," Dr. M cCo rm ac k
said, incl ud ing an uncl e who served o n
Western's Board of Rege nts and is th e
namesake of M cCorm ac k H all, one of
Weste rn 's res idence hall s.
In th e past, the Un iversity has
been "bereft of endowment fu nds and
thi s needs to turn arou nd," he sa id. "I
see thi s as seed money to enco urage
other peop le to give, and in my own
case, I intend to do more."
Dr. M cCo rm ack said hi s interest is
in pre-med ic ine and also w ants th e
professors hi p to support the proposed
Kentucky Academy for M ath and
Sc ience at Western . The Kentu cky

In

Academy would brin g the bri ghtest
high sc hoo l juni o rs and se ni ors to ca mpu s to co mplete their f in al two yea rs.
Th ey w o uld take co ll ege c lasses and
rece ive th eir high sc hoo l d ipl o mas
fro m th e Kentu cky Aca demy and in so
do ing ea rn 60 hours of co ll ege credit.
WKU Pres ident Gary Ransdell
sa id th e M cCo rmack Professorship wi ll
all ow W estern to attract, suppo rt and
retain except io nal fac ulty.
"Th e fo und ation for a q ual ity academ ic ex peri ence fo r students is d irectly related to th e prese nce of q uali ty
fac ulty in th e cl ass roo m," he sa id.
"Wh en teac hers are prov idin g outstandin g in stru ct io n for students, th e
stud ents w ill f ind ultimate educa tio nal
and profess io nal success. "
"Th is co mmitm ent w ill li nk o ur
outstand ing fac ulty w ith exce ll ent stu dents, includ ing th ose stud ents part ic ipating in the Kentu cky Academy of
M ath and Sc ience. The M cCormack
Professor w ill prov id e exce pti onal
lea dershi p and training to future
nation al and wo rld leaders in the sc iences . Like Dr. M cCo rm ack, many sc ientifi c lea ders attri bu te th eir ultimate

support of this effort
in vestment co mmittee fo r th e WKU
Found ation . As chair, he helps us bui ld
o ur end owment. Hence, it is pa rti cularl y gratifying th at he is w illi ng to be a
ro le model enco urag ing oth ers to
invest in W estern ."
H il es sa id Western asp ires to add
25 new end owed fac ul ty pos itions by
th e Ca mpaign's co nclusion in Jun e of
2003 . Thu s far, 17 co mmitments have
bee n rece ived from alumn i and fri ends
towa rd this goa l, and Western has
raised more th an $14 m ill ion for
end ow ed facu lty positions durin g the
life of th e Ca mpaign.

Anonymous - Professorship in Construction
Engineering and Ma nagement
Jerry E. Baker - j erry E. Ba ker Professorship
in Music
Common wealth H ealth Corporation /
Centercare - Centercare M anaged Care
Plans/CH C Visiting Professorship
Glenda and Gordon Ford - M attie
Newman Ford Professorship in
Entrepreneurship
Carroll and Evelyn Knicely - Knicely
Professorship in Leadership Studies
Jana and Bud Layne - j ames L. "Bud"
Layne Pro fessorship for M echanica l
Eng ineering
Bobbie Boyd Lubker and John Lynn Lubker Boyd-Lubker Visiting Scholars Program
William M . M cCormack - Will iam M.
McCormack Professorship
Mary R. Nixon - M ary R. N ixon
Professorship in Accounting
Leon Page - Leon Page Professorship in
Banking and Financial Planning
Rita and Jim Scott - j ames O. Scott
Endowed Chair in Engineering
Dr. Walter N . Scott - Walter Scott
Pro fessorship in Biology
J. Clifford Todd - j . Clifford Todd

Dr. Willi am M. M cCormack
of Apopka , Fla.

success to q uality und ergrad uate teac hin g."
"W e are so app rec iati ve of Dr.
M cCorm ac k' s generou s gift and his
se rvi ce to W estern ," sa id Hi les. "Dr.
M cCo rm ac k se rves as th e chair of our

Professorship in Longevity and Hea lthful
Living
Suzanne and 0 .5. Vitale - 0 & S Vita le
Professorship in Entrepreneurship
Katie Ward, with additional support from
Paul Coogan - Catherin e C. Ward
Visiting Professorship for Women's Studies
Hays T. Watkins - Hays Watkins Visiting
CEO Pro fessorship
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Couple Honors 50th Anniversary with Gift to Western

,l

church wedding, we were married at
the Baptist parsonage in Glasgow,"
Katherine Ru sse ll recalled . "Two
Western students, H .Q Kennady and
Jean Amos, who later married, stood
up with us."
Beginning in 1951, the Russells
spent their ca reers in Peori a, III., with
Katherine serving as a first grade
teacher and Bill teaching in junior high
and high school and later serving as a
principa l.
"Our sons rea ll y felt that we
should honor our 50 years together by
a gift to Western," Bill Ru sse ll said.
One of their sons is a Western alumnus, and their other son attended
Western , though he graduated from
another school.

Bill and Katherine Russell of
Peoria, III ., have honored their 50-year
relationship with a gift to the school
that first brought them together. In
honor of both their 50-year class
reunion and their 50th wedding
anniversary, they have made a $20,000
gift of stock to create the William and

Katherine Russell Endowed Scholarship
in the Coll ege of Education and
Behavioral Sciences.
The Ru sse ll s, w ho spent their
caree rs as educato rs, met as seniors at
Western w hen both enrolled in one of
Ivan Wilson's art classes in 1950.
Their first date, on February 11 , 1950,
was to see "The Barber of Seville" at
Van M eter Auditorium.
Barren County native Katherine
Russell's co llege caree r began in 1942,
in the midst of World War II. "S ince
we were in the middle of the wa r,
there was a shortage of teachers," she
exp lained. " I was hired to teach on an
emergency certificate, and I comp leted
my education over the next eight years,
a little at a time."
Perryvi lle native Bill Ru sse ll also
had a unique Western experi ence, as

Katherin e and Bill Russell of Peori a, III.

hi s co llege career fo llowed his World
War II overseas service, w hich included the invas ion of Normandy on DDay.
After a 10-month courts hi p, the
Ru sse lls were united in marriage on
December 26, 1950.
" Since we couldn 't afford a

The William and Katherine
Russell Endowed Scholarship wi ll
an nuall y provide an award to a deserving grad uate student in ed ucation . As
long as Western Kentucky University
continues to nurture students on the
Hill , the legacy of William and
Katherine Ru ssell and their 50-yea r
love affai r w ith Western and each other
wi ll be preserved.

WKU Alumnus Meets Unique and Critical Need for WKU Faculty
As part of its overall Campaign
effort, Western aspires to raise $3 mil lion in support of
Faculty
Excellence
endowments.
Accord i ng to
WKU Provost
Barbara
Burch, Dean's
Funds for
Excellence
allow individual colleges
to recogn ize
Charlie Shu ffie ld of
O rl ando, Fla.
high levels of
faculty performance and programs that contribute to the continuing quality
improvement of curriculum, students,

and faculty. "These endowment
funds wi ll allow the individual academic deans to meet specific needs,
such as training and development,
research support, and travel," she said
A rol e model for support of this
effort is Charlie Shuffield of Orlando,
Fla ., who recently made a commitment of $100,000 over five years to
support a number of areas within the
University, which includes a tota l of
$50,000 to establish Dean's Funds for
Exce llence in each of Western' s four
academic colleges.
"Charlie is truly a role model, as
his gift's impact will reach across the
entire camp us," Hiles said . "Though
he was a business major, he understands the need to provide increased
support for all areas of th e
University."

"Western is at a disadvantage in
that it does not have an abundance of
flexible funds for our deans and academic departments," Hiles continued.
" Donors like Charlie allow us the
ability to reward excellent work and
support creative endeavors."
Shuffield' s gift will be matched
through the Commonwealth of
Kentucky's Regional University
Exce llence Trust Fund .
Shuffield, a 1'966 alumnus, who
also made a gift to men's basketball
says "Western has a diverse student
body." "I'm an ally of all programs,
he said . " It is hard to say one area is
more important than any other one. I
wanted to represent all people's interests. I believe balance is important,
both in a university setting and in our
communities."
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Private Gifts Critical for M edia and Technology Hall
ThC\~k

Artist renderin g of Medi a and Technology Hall

\!OtA

Thanks to a leade rship g ift from
Lowell and Ca rolyn Guthrie and
Trace Die Cas t, In c., th e ne w Media
and Techno logy Hall courtya rd area
will be graced b y a plaza and brick
clock / be ll to we r. The Guthrie Plaza
will fea ture a clock / be ll tower surrounded b y benches and a courtyard
containing a ga rden. Th e m emorial
be ll tower w ill be modeled after Che rry
Hall, which will architecturally unite
th e north and south ends of campus.

In Apri I, W estern Kentu cky
Uni ve rsity bro ke gro und fo r th e mu chanti c ipated, state-o f-th e-a rt, $ 18.5 mil li o n buildin g fo r th e Schoo l of
Journ ali sm and Broa dcastin g and fo r
In stru cti o nal Tec hno logy. Th e fac ility, a
new landm ark o n Weste rn 's lowe r campu s, w ill be one of th e most hi gh tec h
buildings in th e Co mm o nwea lth of
Kentu cky. Th e new buildin g w ill be th e
operati ng site of the Ce nter fo r 21st
Ce ntury M edi a, WK U's seco nd Prog ram
of Distin ction , w hi ch w ill buil d o n o ur
nation al reputati on fo r exce ll ence in
journ ali sm, broadcasting, and fo rensics.
Th e Schoo l of Journ ali sm and
Broadcas tin g, establi shed in 1999 as a
result of th e merger betwee n th e
Departm ent of Journ ali sm and the
broadcasting and mass co mmuni cat io n
programs, offers majors in Adve rti sing,
Broadcasting, M ass Communi ca ti o n,
Photojourn ali sm, Print Journ ali sm, and
Publi c Relati ons. Jo urnali sm and
Broadcastin g fac ili ties w ill in cl ude

Auditorium
Lobby
Gallery
Offices
Photo Studios
Standard Classrooms
Avid Editing Suites

$350 1 000
$2 00 1 000
$350 1 000
$25 1 000
$25, 000
$100, 000
$1 25 /000

seve n co mputer-eq u i pped c lass rooms,
five "sma rt" lecture class roo ms, 31 facu I ty offices, a ga Il ery, two photo stu d ios, wet lab, reso urces ce nter, fi ve student wo rkrooms, and two roo ms fo r
focus gro up interv iews. A ll class roo ms
w ill have ove rh ead- mo unted projecto rs
fo r d isp lay in g co mputer im age. Th e
new fac ility w ill also ho use th e proposed Com monwea lth Ce nter for
Instru cti on and Tec hn o logy, w hi c h w ill
include Weste rn 's In forma ti o n
Tec hn o logy d ivisio n.
Th e new M ed ia and Tec hn o logy
Hall offers not o nl y a visio n of th e
future fo r Weste rn students but the
pote nt ial of a last in g legacy for Western
alu m ni and fri ends . A gift to Western
prov id es an o pportunity to pe rm anently
link yo ur name, o r a name ho no red by
you, w ith the trad it io ns and future of
the U ni ve rsity.
Be low are of a few of th e na min g
oppo rtuni ties w hi ch exist w ithin th e
new fac ili ty.

ConferencelTraining
Room
Journalism Resources
Center
Seminar / Presentation
Room
Photography Wet Lab

$250,000
$100,000
$200, 000
$25,000

The clock / be ll to wer will be built in
m em ory of Mr. Guthrie's brother,
Sergea nt First Class Robe rt Guthrie,
w ho was killed in th e Korea n War, and
all those associated with Weste rn w ho
lost th e ir li ves in service to this
country. Th e courtyard will be
nam ed in hono r of Guthrie's
w ife, Judith Carolyn Guthrie .
Mr. Guthrie and an architectural
committee trave led to various college
campuses to get a feel for th e kind of
structure they wanted to build at
Western . "I think it is important to
provide students with a place where
they want to ga th er on ca mpus for
concerts and forums, " Guthrie said.
This g ift is part o f an overall $ 7. 5 millio n commitment to Weste rn.
A special thanks goes to Landmark
Community Newspapers of Shelbyville,
Ky. Landmark recently made a
generous commitment of $251 000 to
name the print coordinator's office in
the Media and Technology Hall.

Seminar / Focus
Group Room
Distance Learning
Classrooms
Smart Learning
Classrooms

$50,000
$125 ,000
$1 75,000

A brochure with a compl ete li sting and descr ipt ion of all naming oppo rtuniti es is availabl e. For more information , contact Tom Hil es, vice pres id ent fo r Development and A lumni Relatio ns, at (270) 745-6208 .
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R.R. Donnelley & Sons Awards
Grant to WKU Glasgow Library

R.R. Donnelley & Sons Company
awarded a $50,000 corporate grant to
Western Kentucky University to create
the R.R. Oonnelley Glasgow Campus
Periodical Endowment Fund. This generous gift will provide permanent support for the periodical collection at the
Glasgow Campus Library. It also
includes a one-time commitment to
purchase computer equipment, rotating
magazine displays and a collection of

he generosity of R.R.
Donnelley will
permit our Glasgow
Campus Library to greatly
expand access to both academic and leisure periodicals.
- Brian Coutts
head of WKU Library Public Services

academic and popular leisure magazines for the new facility.
The Glasgow campus of Western
Kentucky University was established in
1988 and today enrolls an average of
1,200 students per semester. Students
can complete a variety of associate and
bachelor degree programs at the
Glasgow campus, and a number of
graduate courses are also offered.
Construction on a new Regional
Postsecondary Educational Center in

Glasgow, which will house both the
WKU Glasgow Campus and programs
under the authority of the Kentucky
Community and Technical College
System, is projected to be completed
this fall.
The Glasgow Campus Library was
opened at the present site of the campus in 1990 with the help of a large
donation from the Business and
Professional Women's Club of Glasgow
and serves as a general reference
library with primary emphasis on serving undergraduate needs. The current
collection includes standard reference
sources; current reading materials,
such as local , regional and national
newspapers; and a collection of general interest magazines. The library is
equipped with state-of-the art electronic reference sources as well. Over the
last 10 years, the Glasgow Campus
Library has enjoyed support from local
business and industry, including R.R.
Donnelley, which operates a printing
facility in Glasgow.
" The generosity of R.R. Donnelley
will permit our Glasgow Campus
Library to greatly expand access to
both academic and leisure periodicals," said Brian Coutts, head of WKU
Library Public Services. " The R.R.
Donnelley gift will also allow us to
offer a unique opportunity for students
to have flexible connections to electronic databases through laptop computers, which is a service we are not
yet able to provide to students on the
main campus. "

Dr. Mike Binder, dean of the
WKU Libraries and Kentucky Museum,
said, "We are grateful that R.R.
Donnelley places such a high value on
the WKU Glasgow Campus Library,
and we look forward to providing students with a wide variety of resources
in the R.R. Oonnelley Periodical
Collection when the new facility
opens ."
Marlin Harker, vice president and
division director of R.R. Donnelley's
Glasgow faci lity, noted, "R.R.
Donnelley is pleased to enhance our
long partnership with Western
Kentucky University by providing funds
for the Glasgow Campus Library. The
Regional Postsecondary Education
Center will enhance the learning and
development opportunities for our
employees, their families and the entire
Glasgow community. We are committed to giving back to the communities
where our employees live and work ."
R.R . Donnelley, headquartered in
Chicago, is a leading printer, communications services and logistics company. Its Glasgow plant, established in
1970, has more than 1,200 employees
engaged in the production of specialinterest magazines.

Next Issue:
Spotlight on Zuheir
Sofia's gift to the
International Center
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More than $5 Million in Private Gifts
Support Western's Engineering Program
Western Kentucky Univers ity is
not ju st a teac hers' co llege anymore!
In February the Counc il on
Postseconda ry Ed ucat ion approved an
ag reeme nt under which j oint eng ineerin g programs betwee n WKU and the
U ni ve rsity of Kentucky and the
U ni ve rsity of Lo ui sv ill e w ill be offered.
Th e new bac helor's degree programs
w ill be offered in the fa ll of 200 1 in the
new ly named Ogde n Co ll ege of
Science and Techno logy.
"Th e statew ide engineeri ng strategy ini t iated by the Co unc il and
Kentucky 's co ll eges and un ive rsities
w ill have two maj or resu lts, " CPE
Pres ident Gordon Dav ies sa id. "First,
talented stu dents who ca nn ot come to
Lex ingto n o r Louisv ill e to study enginee rin g w ill be ab le to comp lete
deg rees at co mprehens ive uni ve rsities
th at j oi n in the initiat ive. Second, loca l
indu stri es th at need engineers w ill be
ab le to recrui t them loc.al ly, and even
se nd th ei r emp loyees to study eng inee rin g w hil e they wo rk."
Fo r seve ral years, Western has
bee n wo rkin g w ith state, education,
leg islative, and industrial officia ls on a
pl an to offer bacca laureate degrees in
engi nee ri ng. Last year, the CPE
approved a Strategy for Statew ide
En gi nee ri ng in Kentucky that addressed
two pri ma ry areas:
• Th e need to increase the number of

PholOS by Sheryl HJgJn-BoOlh
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In additi o n to the gifts fo r
professors h ips, Weste rn has
rece ived mo re th an $843,000 in
21 gifts and pl edges to support
the transiti o n with start-up fundin g
and operati o nal end owm ents.
Th ey include gifts from:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

bacca laureate engi nee rs in Kentucky
• The need to add ress reg io nal iss ues
of access and prod uctiv ity in enginee ring education.
G raduates of the WKU prog ram
wi II be el igib le for reg istrati o n (ce rti ficat io n) as profess ional engi nee rs in
Kentucky.
Thi s new program woul d not have
been poss ible witho ut the leade rshi p
profess iona l and fi nanc ial suppo rt of a
number of ind ivid uals and corpo ratio ns
in the south ce ntra l Ke ntu cky area. In
the last yea r, Weste rn has rece ived
more than $5 m illi on in pr ivate and
match ing fundi ng to suppo rt the transition of its eng ineering program .
That tota l incl udes $4.25 milli o n
in four gifts, p ledges and matches fro m
the state's Regiona l U ni ve rsity
Exce ll ence Trust Fund to create fo ur
endowed professo rsh i ps and facu Ity
support endowments fo r the
Engineering Depa rtment. These
incl ude:
• $1 m illi on from Ji m Sco tt of Bowlin g
G reen fo r constru ction and c ivil engineeri ng ($ 1 m i II io n state matc h).
• $500,000 from Bud Lay ne of
Glasgow fo r electrica l engin eer in g
($500,000 state ma tch).
• $500,000 anonymo us gift fo r co nst ruc ti o n and c ivi l engin eer in g

/

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A ll ia nce Corporation
An onymo us
Bow ling G reen Muni c ipa l Utilities
Dana Co rp ora ti o n
General M o to rs
Geo rgia Pac ifi c
James N . G ray Company
Kerr G reuli ch Eng in eers, Inc.
Do nald J. & Jennifer W . G reuli ch
H + M Company Inc.
Hill s Pet N utriti on
Ho ll ey Perfor mance Produ cts
Logan A luminum
Sco tt and Ritter
Scott, Murphy & Dani el
Scotty 's Contractin g
Stupp Brid ge Company
Sumitomo El ectri c Wirin g System
Tennessee ValJ ey Authority
Trace Die Cast
Van M eter Co ntrac tin g
W arren Rural El ectri c
Cooperati ve Corpo rati on
Weyerh aeuser

($500,000 state matc h).
• $125, 000 fro m Bill Bell of Lex in gton
fo r con stru cti o n and civil engin ee rin g
($ 125, 000 state match).
"Western has bee n in engin ee rin g
ed uca ti o n fo r 30 yea rs, " sa id WKU
Pres id ent Ga ry Ransdell. "Thi s will
transiti o n us from a tec hnology program to full bac helo r' s ce rtifi cation . I
have bee n im pressed with th e w ay
engi nee rin g co mpani es and private
indi v idu als have stepped forwa rd with
pri va te suppo rt to make th e transition
poss ible. "
Dr. Ransdell sa id th e private fund ing gives th e prog ram th e "l egs needed
to h it the grou nd ru nn i ng. Th ese fu nd s
are the im petu s to make th ese programs poss ibl e. We have bee n abl e to
pu rc hase th e eq u i pm ent needed to
make the transiti o n to th e bacca laureate prog ram as we ll as strength en th e
capac ity of th e fac ulty position s needed, includin g th e endowed professorships and th e Scott Chair in

Construction and Civil Engineering. /I
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Western Enjoys Banner Year for Athletics
For the f irst time since 1995, both
Western Kentucky University basketba ll teams reac hed the postseason,
with the H illtoppers earn ing a berth in
the NCAA Tournament and the Lady
Toppers battling to the Elite Eight of the
Women's National Invitation
Tournament (WNIT). It capped off an
amazing six-month stretch which also
saw the H illtopper footbal l team
advance to the NCAA Division I-AA
p layoffs, marking the first t ime in the
91-year hi story of WKU ath letics that
all three teams (footba ll , men's basketba ll , women's basketba ll ) competed in
postseason play.
This has been a banner year for
athletics fund raisi ng at WKU as well.
As part of their overal l $125,000
Campaign commitment, Steve and

Steve Eaton of Atlanta, Ga .

Margaret Eaton of Atlanta, Ga., made
a generous $75,000 p ledge
in support of the men 's Basketba ll
Enhancement Fund. Eaton, a 1972
Western alumnus, says he is grateful
for the opportu ni ties Western gave hi m
in sc hoo l and for the experiences he
had as a student.
"1 attended Western on an ath letics scholarship," said Eaton, a former
Hi lltopper guard. " It is the only way I
would have been able to go to co llege.
I believe Western's athletics program
has been neglected, but they have the
potential to be very competitive in the
basketba ll program ."
C arland Reeves of Bowling Green
also recently made a commitment to

Armstrong Endowment and the

Garland Reeves of Bowling Green, Ky.

Western Kentucky Univers ity's athletics
program. His commitment will be
funded through income from a gift of
rental property. The property is val ued
at $230,000 and wi ll provide $12,000
a year in renta l income, w hi ch wi ll
support the H illtopper Basketba ll , Lady
Toppe r Basketba ll , and Hill topper
Footbal l programs.
"1 cons idered the Athletics
Department, particu larly men's and
women 's basketball and footbal l,
because I have fo llowed so close ly
with th is organ ization as a member of
the 100 Cl ub and a season ticket ho lder for more t han 25 years."
Robert and Judy Armstrong of
Bowli ng Green, Ky., donated three
pieces of property to Western to benefit
the Athl etics Department. These properties, va lu ed at more than $200,000,
were sold at auction. A portion of the
proceeds wi ll go to support the Butch

H illtopper Ath letic Foundation
"WKU is my wife's Uudy Jackson
Armstrong, '64, '91) alma mater and
my adopted school," sa id Bob
Armstrong . "Coach Felton, his staff,
and his p layers have exempl ified rea l
sportsmanship whi le remaining very
competitive . By establishing the Butch
Armstrong Endowment, my deceased
son wi ll remain connected to one of
the finest basketba ll programs in
the nation." Bob Armstrong said.
Kath y and Dr. Craig Beard
recently made a $100,000 comm itment to University Ath letics. Their gift
wil l provide $90,000 to create the

Alvin Lewis Beard Endowed Football
Enhancement Fund, and it wi ll offer
$10,000 in support of the Hilltopper
Athl etic Foundation.
Craig Beard is a Bowling Green
phys ician and fo rmer Hill topper defensive lineman. The A lvin Lewis Beard
Footba ll Enhancement Fund is being

Dr. Cra ig Beard of Bowling Green, Ky.

Robert and Judy Armstrong
of Bowling Green, Ky.

establi shed in memory of his father, a
long-time Hilltoppe r fan w ho fou nd
great pleas ure in watching his son play
footba ll durin g his co ll ege years.
" My on ly regret is that my father
is not ali ve to see this," Beard said.
" He enjoyed being a part of my ath letic experience . I am grateful for the
experience I had at Western. I had the
opportu nity for co ll ege I would not
have had without the football scho larshi p. I fee l blessed to be able to repay
part of w hat they gave me."
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Volunteer Spotlight on Bob Kirby
Home:
Bowling Green, Kentucky
Graduate Information:
Bachelor of Science, Bowling Green
Bu siness University, 1960 (BU merged
with Western Kentucky State College in
1963) . Started at BU in 1957 after serving with th e U .S. 25th Infantry Division
in Korea .
Profession:
Investment Broker
Hilliard Lyons Investments
WKU Volunteer Positions:
Alumni Association Board - member
and past president
Pl anned Giving Profession al Advisory
Board -member
WKU Libraries Advisory Council member
Investing in the Spirit Campaign
Cabinet - member
Kentucky Museum Advisory Council past member

Other Community Volunteer
Experience:
Salvation Army Board - 28-year member
Commonwealth Hea lth Found ation
Free Clinic - vice chairman
Rec ipient of Jefferson Award fo r Public
Service
Bowling Green Publi c Library - former
member
Kid s on the Block - former member
United Way - former board chairman
and two-time campaign chairm an
Family:
Wife, fo rmer Norma Jean Cassady
Four children: Kim Kirby, Kent Kirby,
Gena Gooding, and Kay Roberts (a ll
WKU alumni)
Why I am involved in WKU:
"1 had the privilege of being the first BU
graduate to serve as president of the
WKU Alumni Association's N ationa l
Board of Directors. This is home, and
Western is an important part of that. All
four of my children attended WKU , and
I have two grandchildren presently
enrolled ."

Most rewarding experience:
" It has been rewarding to me to see the
growth in the Business Co llege. Bein g a
BU graduate, I have a great se nse of
pride in the fact that a number of the
University's largest Campa ign commitments have come from graduates of the
business co ll ege ."

